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Clerk Report – Playpark Maintenance March 2024 

 

Council Actions Required 
• That council determine whether to act on all or part of the quotes supplied below. 

• That council prioritise the schedule of works 

• That council determine expenditure (and an earmarked reserves sum or use of CIL)  

• That council appoint a contractor.  

All contractors were supplied with a copy of the inspection report January 2024. 

Background 
NMPC own and maintain the play equipment in the leased play area at Bunkers Lane. The 

warden carries out minor repairs and weekly inspections. It appears that a number of items 

are brought up every quarter by our external inspection company which cannot be easily 

rectified or items which have been previously repaired/alternative options tested. The clerk 

reported this to council in Jan 2024 and was asked to obtain quotations for the 

recommended works. 

Whilst some of these items are brought up repeatedly there is no indication that any items 

are dangerous or that there are any safety concerns within the most recent playground 

inspection. The inspector has a duty to report all items, regardless of whether or not they 

can be rectified. Council must assess the risks and make any repairs as deemed necessary on 

a risk basis. The clerk has also verified this advice with the team at DBC. 

The following quotes have been obtained by council please note that while they all had 

the same email and inspection report their methodology in approaching the works differs, 

therefore we should not work on just the ‘headline’ sum quoted.  

Email sent to all contractors asked to quote 

Please can we ask for a new quote for the following repairs please (full safety report attached). 
  
Swings 

• Basket swing will need new ropes and basket (chains recently replaced) 
• Normal swings will need new seats and chains. 
• Small children’s swings will need new seats and chains. 
• The matting under the swings  
• The top connections which could fail look in good condition and the 3 loose ones have 

been exchanged. -can safety chains/secondary devices be fitted to all swings and if 
so, the cost please? 
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I have also attached the excel defect report with several items highlighted in yellow. Please 
can you also provide an itemised quote for the items highlighted. Council is ascertaining the 
total costs so they can work out their improvement plans and budget accordingly. 
  

Considerations  
The current lease expires March 2025. There is currently no indication that AHS will renew 

or cancel the lease but if it is renewed it will likely be for a similar, short period. 

Future Actions for a later date/budget consideration  
Dependant on the outcome of this agenda item, CIL or reserves may need to be earmarked. 

Suggested Alternatives  
That NMPC take minimal action until the lease renegotiations commence (approx late 2024) 

but earmark a reserve for these suggested works and revisit once there is clarity about any 

lease renewal.  

It has previously been recommended that NMPC do not consider expensive works or 

extensive replacement unless a minimum term of 8 years is approved to ensure there is 

suitable value for any expenditure of public funds undertaken. The council will have to 

assess on an expenditure versus use/value basis. 

Nikki Bugden 29/2/2024 

 

Reserves 27th Feb 2024 
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Quote supplier 1 Total £3770.00 plus vat (£4524 inc) 

Contractor recommended by other clerks in East Herts. All risk assessments and insurance 

held. 

Contractor comments 

We have quoted to renew the grass mats as it is not cost effective to lift them as per 

inspection report, as they will break and not be reusable. Some items from the list may not 

be quoted for as the defect reported is very low. i.e. the springer hand holds.  

Date. 13th February 2024 
Ref. Nash 01 
 
Nash Mills Parish Council 

Quote 
 
Basket swing 
 
Supply and install new basket seat and ropes    975.00 
Supply and install 24sqm of grass mats     480.00 
 
Cradle swing 
 
Supply and install 2 new cradle seats and chains    490.00 
Supply and install 24sqm of grass mats     480.00 
 
Junior swing 
 
Supply and install 2 new junior seats and chains    386.00 
Supply and install 24sqm of grass mats     480.00 
 
Bench, Sand down frame and repaint     80.00 
 
Junior and cradle swings 
 
Supply and install secondary safety chain assemblies to framework 368.00 
 
Balance beam, Replace missing caps x 8     24.00 
 
Clover top Stepping post, renew 5 decaying tops    225.00 
 
Embankment slide, renew decaying post tops x 5    150.00 
 
Please note the prices are based on works being carried out together to keep prices 
competitive.  
All prices are valid for 30 days and are subject to vat 
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Quote supplier 2 Total £10004.59 plus vat (£12005.50 inc) 

The contractor has previously worked for NMPC.  Large national playpark supplier. 

Contractor comments 

Attached sales quote has RED hyper links to the website for further information on the products we 

have selected for quoting, if you wanted to change the colour for example on the nest swing you can 

of course do that. 

 

INSTALL SPECIAL Order related Installation 1 
Pieces 7,481.23  

7,481.23 

Scope of works - refer to document attached.   

RB173004-01 ROBINIA REPAIR KIT 1 Pieces 
375.00  

375.00 

SW990081-05 KOMPAN Bird's Nest Seat 100cm 
dia, 2.5m high 1 Pieces 860.00 
https://www.kompan.com/en/gb/p/SW990081  

860.00 

Colour grey  

SW990025-00 KOMPAN Cradle Swing Seat, 2m 
high 2 Pieces 310.00 
https://www.kompan.com/en/gb/p/SW990025 
 

620.00 

c/w 6mm stainless steel chains  

SW990011-00 KOMPAN Flat Swing Seat, 2.5m 
2 Pieces 199.00 
https://www.kompan.com/en/gb/p/SW990011 
 

398.00 

c/w 6mm stainless steel chains  

FREIGHT Freight 1 Pieces 270.36  270.36 

H&S included   

Total GBP Excl. VAT  10,004.59 

20% VAT  2,000.91 

Total GBP Incl. VAT  12,005.50 

 

https://www.kompan.com/en/gb/p/SW990081
https://www.kompan.com/en/gb/p/SW990025
https://www.kompan.com/en/gb/p/SW990011
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Quote supplier 3 Total £10709.19 plus vat (£12851.03 inc) 

Large national playpark supplier. Recommended by clerk’s network. 

Contractor comments 

Please see quotation attached for works to play area as detailed on your email below. 

I’ve then quickly gone through the defect report and highlighted costs at the end for you – it 

is only guesses on quantities at present – we can provide a fixed quotation as and when you 

require. 

We have quoted to mulch below the swings which will be the best surfacing option – laying 

turf and new grass mats will only likely wear away really quickly again. 
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Item ID Item Type Item Surface Defect ID Finding Details Remedial 
Action 

Risk 
Factor 

Item 
Photo 

Detail of 
works 

Estimated 
price of 
parts 

Estimated 
price of 
labour 

Total price 

909966 Swings 1 Bay 2 
Seat 
(Cradle) 

Grass 
Matrix 
Tiles 

3380183 The grass mats 
are silted up, 
the soil is 
compacted and 
the area will 
become very 
slippery when 
the soil is wet. 

Reinstate as 
required 

8 Yes  See quote 
   

909966 Swings 1 Bay 2 
Seat 
(Cradle) 

Grass 
Matrix 
Tiles 

3619812 This design of 
swing joint has 
been known to 
fail on the weld 
connecting the 
joint to the 
threaded stud 

We would 
recommend 
that the joint 
be 
dismantled 
and checked 
on a regular 
basis or 
consulting 
with 
manufacturer 
on whether a 
Secondary 
Safety Device 
can be fitted 

0 Yes  See quote 
RE 
alterations 

   

909966 Swings 1 Bay 2 
Seat 
(Cradle) 

Grass 
Matrix 
Tiles 

3619811 The swing seat 
frame is 
severely 
corroded and 
requires 
replacement 

Replace seat 9 Yes  See quote 
   

http://www.inspectonline.co.uk/inspimg/2024/14094/78681/F7C78B90-AE3A-11EE-8DC2-49CD8A86E38B.jpg
http://www.inspectonline.co.uk/inspimg/2024/14094/78681/F7C78B90-AE3A-11EE-8DC2-49CD8A86E38B.jpg
http://www.inspectonline.co.uk/inspimg/2024/14094/78681/F7C78B90-AE3A-11EE-8DC2-49CD8A86E38B.jpg
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909966 Swings 1 Bay 2 
Seat 
(Cradle) 

Grass 
Matrix 
Tiles 

3822942 The seat has 
corroded and 
the seat has 
been taped 
and we are 
unable to fully 
assess the 
condition of 
the seat 

Repair or 
replace as 
required 

0 Yes  See quote 
   

909984 Swings 2 Bay 2 
Flat  1 
Basket 
Seat 

Grass 
Matrix 
Tiles 

3619813 This design of 
swing joint has 
been known to 
fail on the weld 
connecting the 
joint to the 
threaded stud 

We would 
recommend 
that the joint 
be 
dismantled 
and checked 
on a regular 
basis or 
consulting 
with 
manufacturer 
on whether a 
Secondary 
Safety Device 
can be fitted 

0 Yes  See quote 
RE 
alterations 

   

909984 Swings 2 Bay 2 
Flat  1 
Basket 
Seat 

Grass 
Matrix 
Tiles 

3619810 There is some 
notable 
evidence of 
chain wear  

Monitor for 
any further 
deterioration 
and replace 
when 40% 
worn 

6 Yes  See quote 
   

909984 Swings 2 Bay 2 
Flat  1 

Grass 
Matrix 
Tiles 

3619809 The seat has 
minor damage 
or wear 

Monitor for 
any further 
deterioration 

8 Yes  See quote 
   

http://www.inspectonline.co.uk/inspimg/2024/14094/78681/F7C78B90-AE3A-11EE-8DC2-49CD8A86E38B.jpg
http://www.inspectonline.co.uk/inspimg/2024/14094/78681/64A1E8A0-AE3B-11EE-8DC2-49CD8A86E38B.jpg
http://www.inspectonline.co.uk/inspimg/2024/14094/78681/64A1E8A0-AE3B-11EE-8DC2-49CD8A86E38B.jpg
http://www.inspectonline.co.uk/inspimg/2024/14094/78681/64A1E8A0-AE3B-11EE-8DC2-49CD8A86E38B.jpg


11 
 

Basket 
Seat 

and replace 
as required 

909984 Swings 2 Bay 2 
Flat  1 
Basket 
Seat 

Grass 
Matrix 
Tiles 

3660601 The bushes are 
showing signs 
of wear 

Monitor for 
any further 
deterioration 
and replace 
as required 

4 Yes  See quote 
   

909984 Swings 2 Bay 2 
Flat  1 
Basket 
Seat 

Grass 
Matrix 
Tiles 

3822943 There is some 
notable 
evidence of 
chain wear  

Monitor for 
any further 
deterioration 
and replace 
when 40% 
worn 

6 Yes  See quote 
   

909984 Swings 2 Bay 2 
Flat  1 
Basket 
Seat 

Grass 
Matrix 
Tiles 

3822944 The incorrect 
shackle 
connection / 
fixing has been 
used  

Remove and 
provide 
appropriate 
fixings / 
connections  

8 Yes  See quote 
   

909980 Activity 
Equipment 

Balance 
Beam 

Grass 3619817 There is/are 
bolt cap covers 
missing or 
damaged on 
the item 

Replace 
missing or 
damaged bolt 
cap covers 

4 Yes  Supply 
and fit cap 
x 1 

2.5 75 77.5 

909980 Activity 
Equipment 

Balance 
Beam 

Grass 3660605 There is/are 
several inserts 
missing 

Replace 
missing 
inserts 

4 Yes  Supply 
and fit 
caps x 2 

5 75 80 

http://www.inspectonline.co.uk/inspimg/2024/14094/78681/64A1E8A0-AE3B-11EE-8DC2-49CD8A86E38B.jpg
http://www.inspectonline.co.uk/inspimg/2024/14094/78681/64A1E8A0-AE3B-11EE-8DC2-49CD8A86E38B.jpg
http://www.inspectonline.co.uk/inspimg/2024/14094/78681/64A1E8A0-AE3B-11EE-8DC2-49CD8A86E38B.jpg
http://www.inspectonline.co.uk/inspimg/2024/14094/78681/D69D5C70-AE39-11EE-8DC2-49CD8A86E38B.jpg
http://www.inspectonline.co.uk/inspimg/2024/14094/78681/D69D5C70-AE39-11EE-8DC2-49CD8A86E38B.jpg
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909973 Ancillary 
Items 

Bench Grass 3660599 The paintwork 
on this item 
has been 
damaged or 
worn exposing 
the metal 
underneath 
which is rusting 

Treat any 
rusting 
components 
and repaint 

6 Yes  Rub down 
and 
repaint 
metalwork 
in black 

85 295 380 

909983 Activity 
Equipment 

Log 
Walk 

Grass 3380169 The platforms 
are rotting and 
the fixings are 
pulling through  

Replace all 
affected 
timber  

8 Yes  Supply 
and fit 
tops x 4 

400 550 950 

909983 Activity 
Equipment 

Log 
Walk 

Grass 3732989 The item has 
missing 
component(s) 
(step top)  

Consider 
replacing 
missing 
components 

6 Yes  Supply 
and fit top 
x 1 

100 295 395 

909974 Rocking 
Equipment 

Misc 
Springer 

Grass 
Matrix 
Tiles 

3449830 There is some 
minor damage 
to the hand 
grips  

Monitor for 
any further 
deterioration 
and replace 
as required  

4 Yes  Supply 
and fit 
handgrip x 
2 

300 295 595 

909985 Activity 
Equipment 

Multi 
Play 
(Junior) 

Grass 
Matrix 
Tiles 

3380197 The ropes/nets 
are 
worn/damaged 
in places 

Monitor for 
any further 
deterioration 
and repair or 
replace as 
required 

6 Yes  Supply 
and fit 
new ropes 
(based on 
4 being 
required) 

800 595 1395 

 
 
 
 

http://www.inspectonline.co.uk/inspimg/2024/14094/78681/18F27E00-AE3C-11EE-8DC2-49CD8A86E38B.jpg
http://www.inspectonline.co.uk/inspimg/2024/14094/78681/DEBE81E0-AE39-11EE-8DC2-49CD8A86E38B.jpg
http://www.inspectonline.co.uk/inspimg/2024/14094/78681/DEBE81E0-AE39-11EE-8DC2-49CD8A86E38B.jpg
http://www.inspectonline.co.uk/inspimg/2024/14094/78681/7D80BFF0-AE3A-11EE-8DC2-49CD8A86E38B.jpg
http://www.inspectonline.co.uk/inspimg/2024/14094/78681/5CADD890-AE39-11EE-8DC2-49CD8A86E38B.jpg

