
 

Note from VERGES Working Group meeting held on 27.09.2021 

PRESENT:   

Peter Wright (Highways) 
Rob Cassidy (DBC) 
Councillor Jan Maddern 
Clerk Nikki Bugden   
Councillor Alan Briggs  
Councillor Michele Berkeley  
 
Verges Schedule (V6) dated 20.08.2021 was used for the purpose of this meeting.   

We had a constructive meeting and inspected all the areas as follows: 

DENES    - Double Height Kerb. (Repairs to the Verge with Topsoil and Seed) 

PW advised that he investigate when these approved works will commence. 

GEORGEWOOD ROAD - Junction of Barnacres  

We discussed Double Yellow Lines and the process for a TRO (Traffic Regulation Order) 
and that it is expensive and could take up to 18 months with public engagement.  The 
Parish Council cannot apply directly for at TRO but would have to be initiated by 
Borough Councillor. The cost implication for the TRO is around £1,600.00 plus legal 

costs so alternative options were discussed. 

A suggestion was made by Rob Cassidy that this Verge could be adopted for ‘Rewilding 
with Wildflowers’ which he advised is currently being planted along roadside verges in 

Hertfordshire.  

He advised that a short-term solution would be for an enforcement notice to be served 

by DBC to the residents.   

If Council approve the scheme, then costs could be obtained for planting and Signage for 

associated Wildflowers could be installed. 

NMPC will need to agree to this proposal. 

GEORGEWOOD ROAD – Junction of Highbarns  

It was recommended that as the verges are not heavily damaged, which shows 
occasional parking, then we should leave this for the time being and monitor over the 

coming months 



33 & 37 MEADOW ROAD – Grasscrete both areas.  

PW and JM advised that they would look into when these approved works will 

commence. 

EAST GREEN – Grasscrete recommended for both areas. 

PW advised that there did not appear to be any serious safety issues and that he 

recommended Grasscrete to both these areas.   

A price for these works is to be obtained for further discussion. 

It was agreed that it would be sensible to allow the works to be carried out on the 

exposed ‘Hole’ in this area before any Highways works could be done. 

CHAMBERSBURY LANE -Junction Market Oak Lane 

The verges are growing back so it was agreed to Monitor this area over the coming 

months. 

CHAFFINCHES GREEN 

PW agreed that the tarmac should be repaired and replaced at the corner and Highways 

would review. 

PW agreed that a TRO would not be required for the standard junction protection 

(white lines) to be installed. 

PW advised that they look into options and costs for this area as there are already 

Double Yellow Lines installed so an extension could be considered. 

It was agreed that it would still be difficult to stop residents parking on some of the 

verges. JM advised that she thought that some of the land belonged to Housing. 

Highways to report back. 

CHAMBERSBURY LANE (above 120 past the small park) 

The verges are growing back so it was agreed to Monitor this area over the coming 

months.  

CHAMBERSBURY LANE (87-89) 

The verges are growing back so it was agreed to Monitor this area over the coming 

months. 

CHAMBERSBURY LANE (Opposite No. 10 Highbarns) 

PW advised that there was no serious safety aspect at this junction as the views were 
not obstructed so he suggested that we could extend the Tarmac Apron to create a 

further 2 parking spaces or Grasscrete. 

However, having reviewed Joe Guiton (DBC) email 7.12.20 he advised that Tarmac 

would be installed and in keeping with what is already there. 



PW also suggested that the Kerb should be dropped to match the opposite side for the 

safety of Pedestrians crossing with pushchairs or for residents with disabilities.  This 

should also be extended on the corner to Highbarns Road. 

PW also suggested that the concrete bollards should be installed to match what is 

currently installed to stop parking on the corner pavement. 

To be discussed with Councillors. 

BARNACRES ROAD #A (514-518) 

It was felt that the developers of these new houses had not provided sufficient parking 

which has now created over parking and the verges have been destroyed.   

It was agreed that the only solution would be to be either Tarmac or Grasscrete both 

areas.  JM advised that she would speak for Joe at DBC for further advise. 

To be discussed by Councillors. 

BARNACRES ROAD #B (387-425 / 423) 

PW advised that works to this area have already been approved and programmed to be 
carried out by Highways.  Double Height Kerbs will be installed and Grasscrete 

accordingly. 

PARKING at JUNCTION CHAMBERSBURY LANE/BUNKERS ROAD 

We looked at the problems that are being caused at this junction due to cars being 
parked on the pavement heading up the hill.  This has become dangerous with cars 

having to regularly drive on the opposite side of the road as it is blocked by parked cars.  

It is a matter of time before an accident. 

PW advised that Double Yellow Lines could be considered but would have to be 

initiated by Borough Councillor. Costs implication for TRO. 

To be discussed by Councillors. 

NEW CROSSING AT BUNKERS PARK ENTRANCE 

PW confirmed that there is a new crossing being planned for this road and he would 

advise further once the design is available.  JM will look into this. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 


