
Dacorum Borough Council Report to Parish – 6th October 2021 
 
Highbarns/East Green Hole 
I have received an update on the hole that appeared almost a year ago in Highbarns/East 
Green. The plan has been approved to fill the hole, and currently the various licences are 
being drafted between different organisations in order for the work to commence. I am 
hopeful that this will be resolved before the end of the year. 
 
Nash Mills School – Road Safety 
This project is still ongoing. The school is currently looking for more volunteers to work a 
rota for the ‘school crossing patrol’, so if any parish councillors would be interested in 
joining the team please do! 
 
Nash Mills Wharf Weir – Safety Concerns 
There has been a great deal of concern over children climbing over the railings near the 
weir. I have requested that the developers put up clear signage about the danger. I have 
also spoken to the local PCSO who will be patrolling the area. 
 
Red Lion Lane – Car Park Project 
I have received an update on this from DBC. There is a complication with redirecting the 
S106 monies to pay for the project, but the legal team and planning officers are working to 
resolve it. I will report further as I receive more information. 
 
DBC has recently surveyed the area and has noticed that the overflow car park is only on 
average 60-70% occupied. I have explained that 7 spaces are for visitors with tight 
restrictions about revisiting within 7 days, which could explain those spaces often being 
vacant, and I will also be putting together an online survey for residents who park in Red 
Lion Lane to establish whether they are entitled to use the overflow, and if they are, why 
they don’t. We need to establish why it isn’t full to make the strongest possible case for the 
council car park to go ahead. 
 
Rewilding Project 
This is a very exciting project that DBC is running across the borough. On our recent parish 
walk about I invited the DBC officer who is rolling it out. He is really knowledgeable and 
enthusiastic, and offered lots of advice for The Denes revamp. I have spoken to him about 
getting support from DBC to ‘Rewild’ areas around Nash Mills and he is very keen to support 
this. As per my last month’s report re the rewilding project in The Willows, DBC would put in 
signage to explain the project, solitary bee houses and bug houses. This could be a fantastic 
community opportunity, whereby Ras or even just groups of local residents who are keen to 
help (even Scouts and other community groups!) can get together to assist with planting up 
plug plants, either in the spring or autumn 2022. I will do all I can to support this around the 
community, and would ask the parish councillors to identify sunny areas on open, public 
land, where we could implement this. If we could compile a list before the November 
meeting, the BC officer may be available to come and talk to us about ideas so we can put 
an article in the parish magazine and gather interest. 
 
 



Hertfordshire County Council Report – 4th October 2021 
 
Red Lion Lane  
I had a long meeting about the parking issues in Red Lion Lane with the Herts Highways 
officer who is in charge of the double yellow lines project. I have made it clear that until 
(and unless) the Red Lion Lane car park is built I cannot support double yellow lines along 
the whole stretch. He is in agreement, although he did explain that prior to me taking office 
the scheme had been approved. He is redesigning a scheme for me that puts in a short 
stretch of double yellow lines by the island and a further very short section that will provide 
a crossing point for tow path users. Once the Red Lion Lane situation is resolved we will 
work together to get yellow lines along the full length of the road.  
 
Various Highways Matters 

• Belswains Lane – we are looking at further safety possibilities to implement on 
Belswains Lane near Nash Mills School. This includes 'No Parking' signs on the 
pavement by the zigzags and other suggestions that are being looked in to. I have 
requested a safety/feasibility survey to be done near Nash Mills Wharf to see if there 
is any safe point to put a crossing. 
 

• White Lining 
The white lining in The Willows is almost invisible as it hasn’t been replenished for 24 
years. I have authorised this to be done as there was a small amount of my Highways 
Locality Budget available that had to be ‘spent’ immediately and this was within the 
budget. Please let me know as a matter of urgency if there are any more white lines 
that have faded really badly. It is possible that there may be enough budget left to 
include other sections at the same time as the cost is much less when they are 
grouped together. 
 

• Parish Walk About 
I walked around Nash Mills with parish councillors and our Herts Highways manager 
to look at parking issues. Most of this comes under the Verges WG but requires me 
to put the proposals forward, so I will continue to work with the parish council on 
these. 

 
There are many other county projects I am working on but these are outside the parish! As 
always, I am happy to answer any questions. 
 
Jan Maddern 
County Councillor, Hemel Hempstead South East 
Borough Councillor, Nash Mills 
 
 
 


